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• Of the 127 women serving
in the 116th Congress, 9
are Latinas (7 D, 2 R)

• One Latina serves as a non-
voting delegate in
Congress representing
Puerto Rico

• There is 1 Latina in the
Senate, Sen. Catherine
Cortez-Mastro (D-NV) and
she is the first to serve in this
role since her election in
2017

• There are 12 Latina
Congressmembers in
the US House of
Representatives.

• There have only been 5
Latinas in the history of
the US House of
Representatives in
addition to these
women.



• Of the 7,383 US state
legislators

• 1,875 are women (25.3 %)
• 456 are women of color (6.2%)
• 117 are Latinas (1.5%)
• 9 Latina state legislators in NJ

• There are currently 4 Latina
statewide elective executives
(2 Dems, 2 Reps)

• 16 have served in the past

• 94.25% of Latinx elected
officials are in county or
local office

• 2,263 (or 36% are Latinas)

• Of the 100 largest cities,
there is only one Latina
Mayor

• Mary Casillas Salas (D-
Chula Vista, CA)





Biographies 

Christabel Cruz is the director of NEW Leadership™ at the Center for American Women and 
Politics. Christabel is a current Ph.D. candidate in the department of political science at Rutgers 
University-New Brunswick where she is majoring in women and politics and minoring in 
American politics and race & ethnicity politics. Her graduate research explores Latina candidate 
emergence and political ambition in local ethnic politics. Christabel has previously worked as a 
part-time lecturer and teaching assistant at Rutgers University, where she has taught various 
political science courses, including Women & American Politics, as well as pedagogical courses 
for first-time college instructors. She has additionally worked in undergraduate student affairs at 
Rutgers University for many years in the offices of First Year Engagement, Learning 
Communities, and Multicultural Engagement. She graduated with a B.A. in Political Science and 
Art History from Rutgers in 2011, where she was also an Eagleton Undergraduate Associate. She 
received a Graduate Certificate in Women’s and Gender Studies from Rutgers University in 
2013. 

Julia Lopez is a senior associate in the firm’s Life Sciences Health Industry Group, practicing in 
the areas of product liability litigation and commercial litigation. She defends pharmaceutical 
and medical device manufacturers in mass tort litigation, involving products such as 
contraceptives and vaginal mesh. Julia has experience working on single plaintiff matters, as 
well as coordinated cases and multidistrict litigation in both federal and state courts. She also has 
experience in handling general aspects of litigation, including drafting pleadings, coordinating 
and conducting discovery, taking fact depositions, working closely with experts, and extensive 
motion practice. She has also counseled clients in cases involving breach of contract, business 
torts, and other complex business disputes, as well as in government pharmaceutical pricing 
investigations. 

Julia is also committed to the firm’s diversity initiatives. She is an associate liaison on Reed 
Smith’s Diversity Committee and previously served as the associate liaison on Reed Smith’s 
Hispanic/Latino Affinity Group known as UNIDOS. 
Prior to joining Reed Smith, Julia served as a judicial law clerk to the Honorable Esther Salas, 
United States District Court for the District of New Jersey. She also served as a judicial law clerk 
to the Honorable John E. Wallace, Jr., Retired Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of New 
Jersey. In addition to her federal and state clerkship experience, Julia previously practiced at a 
large New Jersey law firm where she focused on class action litigation. 

Julia received her B.S.B.A. from Georgetown University and her J.D. from Rutgers School of 
Law-Newark. While attending law school, Julia was Editor-in-Chief of the Rutgers Law Review, 
President of the Association of Latin American Law Students, and a judicial intern for the 
Honorable James R. Zazzali, Retired Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of New Jersey. 
She has been an active board member of the Hispanic Bar Association of New Jersey (“HBA-
NJ”) for several years and has held a variety of leadership roles. Currently, she serves on the 
HBA-NJ’s Executive Board as President-Elect. Julia is also an active member of the New Jersey 
State Bar Association and Hispanic National Bar Association (“HNBA”). For the past three 
years, she has served as a Deputy Regional President for Region III of the HNBA and was 



recently recognized as a Top Lawyer Under 40 by the HNBA in 2017. She is an active member 
of the HNBA’s Health and Life Sciences Committee. Julia has also served on the New Jersey 
Supreme Court Committee on Minority Concerns, as well as the New Jersey Supreme Court 
Committee on Civil Practice. She is admitted to practice in New Jersey and New York. 
 
 
Assemblywoman Yvonne Lopez was elected to the State of New Jersey General Assembly in 
November of 2017 representing the 19th Legislative District (Carteret, Woodbridge, South 
Amboy, Perth Amboy, Sayreville). Assemblywoman Lopez currently serves on the following 
Assembly committees: Financial Institutions and Insurance, Human Services, Transportation and 
Oversight, Reform and Federal Relations.  
 
Until recently, Assemblywoman Lopez was the Executive Director /CEO of the Puerto Rican 
Association for Human Development, Inc. (PRAHD).  In her role Yvonne Lopez was responsible 
for the day-to-day operations of PRAHD and its 80 employees and 10 programs. Yvonne 
provided direction and leadership while creating a highly successful integrated fundraising, 
community relations and public relations strategy.   
 
Prior to joining the non-profit sector, Yvonne served as the Vice President/Community Affairs 
Manager for Wachovia Bank and several of its predecessor banks.  She was responsible for 
setting the direction for and achievement of community relations goals and objectives relative to 
philanthropy and employee involvement in the tristate region.  Yvonne managed a $5 million 
foundation budget and a public relations/sponsorship budget of $1.5million.  She managed 
Wachovia’s annual work place giving campaign and New Jersey’s signature program with the 
State of New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, the Wachovia/DCA Housing Scholars 
Program.  Yvonne actively developed and deployed integrated community plans including 
programs and charitable giving to support Wachovia’s community priorities and community 
development efforts.  Yvonne also worked as the Director of Donor Relations for the Trinitas 
Health Foundation.  She was responsible for cultivating new donors for the Foundation.  Yvonne 
supported the management and implementation of the Foundation’s comprehensive stewardship 
and donor campaigns, including strategic and visionary thinking for greater community outreach. 
She secured $1.5 million in funding for the Trinitas Regional Medical Center’s capital project 
the Center of Regional Education (CORE). 
 
Yvonne is also a Democratic State Committeewoman and former North Brunswick Democratic 
Committeewoman.  She is the founder of the Boys and Girls Clubs of Perth Amboy, NJ and has 
served on several boards and commissions—including the Middlesex County Human Services 
Advisory Council, the Local Advisory Committee for Hackensack Meridian Health, Raritan Bay 
Medical Center, the Perth Amboy Business Improvement District, the North Brunswick Zoning 
Board, the Board of Advocates for Children of New Jersey, the Board of Friends & Families 
United Inc., New Jersey SHARES and Coming Home of Middlesex County. 
 
Yvonne has been recognized by several organizations for her years of tireless public service and 
humanitarian efforts.  Among the awards are The President’s Volunteer Service Award—USA 
Freedom Corps; United Way of Central Jersey Hometown Heroes Award; Pioneer Award— 
Rutgers University, Center for Strategic Urban Community Leadership; Peter T. Maher Board 



Volunteer of the Year—Boys and Girls Clubs of New Jersey; Woman of Distinction—La 
Tribuna Newspaper; Outstanding Role Model Award, Friends & Families United Inc.; 
Honorable Mathias E. Rodriguez Humanitarian Award— Learning Empowerment Achievement 
Foundation (LEAF); the Beacon of Light Award— Stop The Funeral Foundation; Non-Profit 
Advocate of the Year Award— Statewide Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of New Jersey; The 
Nuestros Niños Award—The Latino Institute, Inc.; and the Diversity Award – The Positive 
Community. 
 
Currently residing in Perth Amboy, NJ, Yvonne studied at Rutgers University and completed 
several advanced certificate programs with Boston College, Union School of Business and 
Rutgers University—Center for Strategic Urban Community Leadership Institute.   
 
 
Evelyn Padin is the first Latina president of the association, New Jersey’s leading group for 
lawyers, judges and legal professionals. 
 
Padin, a Jersey City practitioner who handles family law and personal injury matters, said she is 
honored and humbled to be a part of the association’s leadership. 
“I am proud and humbled to accept this historic role. I look forward to working to continue to 
remove barriers and keep them down in society and the legal profession, to ensure people of 
diverse backgrounds are treated with respect and have access to opportunities in our 
communities and profession; and to encourage everyone to put their talents to use for the 
common good,” said Padin.  
 
Padin said she would focus the efforts of the association on ensuring access to the justice system 
through holding volunteer events in several inner-city communities during the course of the year; 
launching the next steps of Lawyers Helping Lawyers, a program to aid attorneys facing a 
medical crisis; expanding diversity and inclusion efforts in the NJSBA and legal profession; 
continuing to press for passage of legislation to level the playing field for professionals; and 
raising awareness and funds from the legal community to feed New Jersey's children who do not 
have enough to eat.  
 
“What I love about the law is that it gives people the opportunity to resolve their differences in a 
very civil manner, with dignity and fairness. We play an important role in ensuring the 
fundamental importance of the role of the law in our society. I am grateful for the chance to work 
on behalf of our members and I vow to devote myself to that work tirelessly in the year ahead,” 
she said.   
 
Her practice focuses on personal injury litigation and family matters. She is a former municipal 
court judge. 
Padin has extensive experience in the association, including serving on its Nominating, 
Diversity, Meeting Arrangements and Program, Finance and Judicial and Prosecutorial 
Appointments committees. She also belongs to the Women in the Profession and Family Law 
sections. She previously served on the Nominating Committee. She is also a trustee of the 
Hudson County Bar Association, serves on the board of governors of the New Jersey Association 
for Justice, and is a former trustee of the Hispanic Bar Association of New Jersey. Padin is a 



founding member of the Justice Virginia Long American Family Inns of Court in Hudson 
County. 
 
She owns several businesses in Jersey City and is active with the Carevel Foundation. She is a 
graduate of Rutgers University, has a master’s degree in social work from Fordham University, 
and earned her law degree from Seton Hall University School of Law. 
 
 
Assemblywoman Annette M. Quijano was selected by Union County Democrats to fill a 
vacancy to represent the 20th Legislative District in the New Jersey General Assembly and has 
since been re-elected three times to her Assembly seat.  
 
Quijano is a native of New Jersey, the daughter of Puerto Rican parents. She is a resident of 
Elizabeth. 
 
Quijano graduated from Rutgers University with a B.S. in Management and earned her Juris 
Doctorfrom Rutgers School of Law–Newark in 1991.[5][6] She served clerkships at New Jersey 
Superior Courtin Newark, and in Trenton at both the Office of the Governor's Counsel and the 
New Jersey Department of the Public Advocate in Trenton. She has bar admissions in both New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania.[7][8]She is currently a municipal prosecutor for the City of 
Elizabeth.[9] She has worked as a Compliance Manager for Prudential/ Aetna U.S. Healthcare 
and as an attorney in civil practice. She served as Chief of Staff to State Senator Raymond 
Lesniak from 1992–1994, Assistant Counsel to Union County, Clerk to the Union County Board 
of Chosen Freeholders and as the Assistant Counsel to Governors Jim McGreevey, Richard 
Codey and Jon Corzine.[10] Quijano has served on the United Way Hispanic Advisory Council 
of Union County, the Governor's Working Group for Hispanic Affairs, a Legal Services 
committee in Elizabeth, and as a Commissioner for New Jersey's Congressional Redistricting 
efforts. She is the recipient of the Excellence in State Government Leadership and the Women of 
Excellence in Government awards and mentors young adults to consider law and graduate school 
in her free time. 
 
 
Hon. Esther Salas is a federal judge for the District of New Jersey. She was nominated to the 
court by President Barack Obama. Previously, Salas served as a federal magistrate judge for the 
United States District Court for the District of New Jersey from November 2006 to June 2011. 
Judge Salas earned her B.A. degree in 1991 from Rutgers University and her J.D. degree in 1994 
from the Rutgers University School of Law at Newark. 
Esther Salas began her career as a clerk for New Jersey Superior Court Judge Eugene Codey. 
Salas was an associate at Garces & Grabler PC from 1995 to 1997. From 1997 to 2006, Salas 
worked as an Assistant Public Defender for the District of New Jersey. 
From November 2006 until her elevation to an Article III post, Salas served as a magistrate judge 
for the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey. 
On December 1, 2010, Salas was nominated by Barack Obama to fill the seat on the United 
States District Court for the District of New Jersey vacated by Judge Katharine Hayden. 
President Obama had this to say about the nominations made on December 1, 2010, "These 
outstanding candidates have shown an unwavering commitment to justice throughout their 



careers. They all have long and distinguished records of service, and I am pleased to nominate 
them to continue serving the American people on the District Court bench."[4] 
Salas' nomination was returned to the President at the end of the 111th Congress. President 
Obamaresubmitted the nomination on January 5, 2011. 
Salas was rated Unanimously Well Qualified by the American Bar Association. She had a 
hearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee on March 2, 2011, and you can find her 
Committee Questionnaire available here and her Questions for the Record available here. Salas's 
nomination was confirmed by the Senate by a voice vote on June 14, 2011 
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